
The Dubai Sports City, a multi-faceted $4-billion facility being
built in the Middle East hub, is the most obvious sign of the UAE’s
desire to attract top events and develop new sporting stars.

The sports city forms part of Dubailand, a huge leisure, tourism and
entertainment complex intended to capitalise on the emirate’s growing
reputation as a destination of choice and, when completed, will 
include five major sports venues, international academies and retail
and residential units.

It was initially thought that the 50,000 square foot project would form
the basis of a bid by Dubai to host the Olympic Games and although
this has not yet transpired, there are many other goals in mind.

Malcolm Thorpe, the marketing director of sports business at Dubai
Sports City, said: ‘Clearly as part of the vision of Dubai the creation of
a world-class sports facility was an important factor.  It is being created,
not in the same way as many facilities around the world with a specific
event in mind, but as part of a community where people will live 
and work.’

The cornerstone of the sports city will be a 60,000-capacity stadium
capable of hosting sports such as soccer, rugby and athletics.  It is due
to be opened in 2010 and Thorpe is hopeful that some of the world’s
top stars can be attracted to the venue.

He was encouraged by a controversial proposal that emanated from
England’s top-tier Premier League, which is popular in the Middle East,
to stage a round of matches in foreign cities each January. The plan is
now being reviewed in the face of opposition from national and
international federations.

Thorpe said: ‘Subject to that getting the necessary approval from Fifa
and the [other] international governing bodies, Dubai would like to
stage [league] games.’

He pointed out that pre-season games are ‘not easy, climatically’
because of high temperatures in July and August, but said that the city
could benefit from visits by English clubs if the Premier League follows
the example of other European leagues and introduces a winter break.
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Few places in the world have seen such a transformation in recent years 
as Dubai, the Middle East hub which has become a byword for rapid 
development and big business, and sport is one of the sectors 
benefiting from the large-scale investment.

Dubai Sports City
Dubai’s 60,000 - capacity Outdoor Stadium (artist’s impression)



Dubai has become a popular location for European teams in January
and has staged small-scale tournaments such as the Mohammed bin
Rashid International Football Championship, which this year involved
Internazionale (Italy), Ajax (Netherlands), Stuttgart (Germany) and
Internacional (Brazil).

Dubai will also have noted that Premier League champions
Manchester United took advantage of a gap in their domestic fixture
list to play a friendly match in Riyadh in Saudi Arabia.

There are plans to establish a soccer club to play at the stadium as,
according to Thorpe, this will ensure regular use at a time when ‘the
existing top-level football teams already have their own facilities.’

He also acknowledged that the stadium would be a suitable site for
the final of a major national teams competition, such as the Asian Cup,
but this would require a successful bid from the United Arab Emirates
Football Association. He said: ‘We’re [only] a venue, but as and when
any sports federation wants to bring an event to the UAE, we would look
to work alongside them.’ 

As a host of major events, Dubai presently lags behind Doha, the
capital of Qatar, which staged the 2006 Asian Games and is bidding
for the 2016 Olympics. The city will also welcome the continent’s top
soccer teams for the 2011 Asian Cup. 

Thorpe said: ‘The reality about the Olympics is that it would take about
10 to 15 years to get them to Dubai.  It must [first] prove itself as a good
host of other major sports events. 

‘We’re still under construction, we’re a big building site. Dubai and the
UAE are for the Doha bid. Dubai Sports City is not being built to host
the Olympic Games but because a city like Dubai needs to have a
number of sports facilities.’

Given the recent relocation of the International Cricket Council’s
headquarters to Dubai and the proximity of the Middle East to the
Indian subcontinent, cricket was always going to form part of the
development and a dedicated stadium with a capacity of 25,000,
expandable to 30,000, is due to open in October.
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DUBAI SPORTS CITY VENUES
Venue Sport(s) Capacity
Multi-Purpose Outdoor Stadium Soccer, rugby, athletics 60,000
Cricket Stadium Cricket 25,000 (expandable to 30,000)
Multi-Purpose Indoor Stadium Basketball, indoor field hockey, volleyball, 10,000

handball, netball, ice hockey

Outdoor Hockey Field Field hockey 5,000
The Els Club Golf -

Dubai Sports City Academies
Manchester United Soccer Schools

ICC Global Cricket Academy
David Lloyd Tennis Academy
Butch Harmon School of Golf

WorldHockey Academy
Source: Dubai Sports City

Dubai’s Cricket Stadium (artist’s impression)



The ICC, which moved from London to Dubai Sports City in 2005, has
been involved in the design process to ensure that the ground meets
the criteria to stage international matches. The ICC Global Cricket
Academy will also be located on the site.

Talks are in progress with national cricket boards to stage a major
event to mark the opening of the stadium and Thorpe is hopeful that
the facilities will attract English counties and state teams from other
parts of the world for pre-season training camps and matches.

Other projects due to be completed by the end of the year include the
Manchester United Soccer Schools facility and the WorldHockey
Academy, the product of a partnership between Dubai Sports City and
the FIH, field hockey’s international governing body, which will be
accompanied by a 5,000-seat stadium.

In 2009, work will conclude on two other training facilities, the Butch
Harmon School of Golf and the David Lloyd Tennis Academy, as well
as the 10,000-capacity multi-purpose indoor arena, which will be
available to stage hard court sports such as basketball and volleyball
and will include a removable ice rink.

One facility that is already operational is the Els Club, the site of an 18-
hole golf course designed by top South African golfer Ernie Els, which
was inaugurated in January. Tiger Woods, the world number-one
player, has designed his own course in Dubailand, which is due to open
in 2009.

Els’ course is intended to be a championship venue, but opportunities
could be limited by the fact that the UAE already stages two events -
the Dubai Desert Classic and the Abu Dhabi Golf Championship - 
on the men’s European Tour and will have a third from 2009 when 
the Dubai World Championship is played for the first time at Jumeirah
Golf Estates.

Thorpe said: ‘There isn’t really space for another European Tour event.
We’re interested in hosting smaller field events where we don’t have to
cater for the logistics involved in a major tour event.’

The European Tour was one of the first sporting bodies to realise the
potential of Dubai, staging its first event in the emirate in 1989. Men’s
tennis’ ATP Tour arrived in 1993 and there are now a host of international
events at the beginning and end of each year, when the weather is
conducive.

Popular competitions include rugby union’s Dubai Rugby Sevens, the
opening round of the IRB Sevens World Series, which has paved the
way for the city to win the right to stage the 2009 Rugby World Cup
Sevens.  Both events are sponsored by Emirates, the Dubai-based
airline which is investing in a new stadium close to Dubailand.

In Dubailand itself, the Dubai Autodrome, which opened in 2004, is the
venue for regular motor sports races and festivals, while the Mina
Seyahi waters near the Dubai International Marine Club stage various
top water sports events, including the Maktoum Sailing Trophy and the
final two rounds of the Class 1 World Powerboat Championship.

Corporate and state support has helped Dubai gain a reputation in the
sporting fraternity for big pay days.  The Dubai World Championship is
set to be the world’s richest golf tournament, with a prize fund of $10
million, eclipsing anything on the US PGA Tour.

By the same token, the Dubai World Cup, held in March, is the world’s
most lucrative horse race, with a purse of $6 million, and long-distance
runners were attracted to this year’s Dubai Marathon by the $1 million
in total prize money and bonus $1 million for world record
performances.
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Dubai’s Indoor Stadium (artist’s impression)
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SELECTED SPORTS EVENTS IN DUBAI IN 2008
Start Date Finish Date Sport Event
January 5 January 7 Soccer Mohammed Bin Rashid International Football Championship 

(Ajax, Internacional, Internazionale, Stuttgart)
January 10 January 12 Soccer Dubai Football Challenge (China, Hamburg, United Arab 

Emirates, Vasco da Gama)
January 10 January 12 Motor Racing 24 Hours of Dubai
January 18 January 18 Athletics Dubai Marathon
January 31 February 3 Men’s golf Dubai Desert Classic
February 21 February 29 Sailing Maktoum Sailing Trophy
February 25 March 1 Women’s tennis Dubai Tennis Championships
March 3 March 8 Men’s tennis Dubai Tennis Championships
March 29 March 29 Horse racing Dubai World Cup
April 11 April 12 Motor racing GP2 Asia Series
April 12 April 12 Motor racing Speedcar Series 
November 27 November 29 Rugby union Dubai Rugby Sevens
November 27 November 29 Powerboating Class 1 World Championship 
December 4 December 6 Powerboating Class 1 World Championship 
December 11 December 14 Women’s golf Dubai Ladies Masters
Source: Sportcal.com Research

SELECTED FUTURE SPORTS EVENTS AWARDED TO DUBAI
Month and Year Sport Event
March 5-8, 2009 Rugby union IRB Rugby World Cup Sevens
November 2009 Beach soccer Fifa Beach Soccer World Cup
November 19-22 2009 (annual) Men’s golf Dubai World Championship
April 2010 Swimming FINA Short Course World Championships 
Source: Sportcal.com Research




